Observational Experiences
For Students at

Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital

Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU)

The Rainbow Babies and Children’s Neonatal Intensive care unit is licensed by the State of Ohio as a  level III unit designed to accommodate 38 critically ill patients requiring intensive nursing and medical care for a variety of conditions affecting neonates including those requiring ECMO. Patients with a variety of conditions including respiratory distress, prematurely, cardiac conditions, congenital malformations, metabolic disorders, sepsis and those requiring major surgery are cared for by the interdisciplinary team in the NICU. 

Requests for observational experiences must be submitted to Kathleen Waiwood @ Kwaiwood@hotmail.com at least one week prior to the experience.  All requests must include:

Student name

Date and arrival/departure times

Name and contact information for student’s instructor

Any changes to the schedule must be submitted to and approved by Kathleen Waiwood via e-mail prior to the experience. If the change is last minute, the instructor must contact the NICU charge nurse or bring the student to the NICU front desk. 

Each student must be dressed professionally in school uniform with hair tied back. Infection control is of critical importance to the babies, so all jewelry must be removed before entering the unit. All students must wear an ID while in the NICU. Students will not be admitted to the NICU without an ID badge. 

Professional behavior and active participation is essential in this learning experience. All students will be provided an evaluation to complete about their experience in the NICU. 
Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU)

The Pediatric Intensive Care Unit is a specialty care unit designed to provide skilled assessment, continuous observation and timely intervention to children who are at risk for temporary failure of vital functions. All patients, birth through adulthood requiring the expertise of Pediatric specialists for any medical or surgical condition (with the exception of severe burns) who are at risk for the failure of vital functions are cared for in the PICU. Daily interdisciplinary rounds provide the forum for complete review of the patient’s progress, treatment and discharge plan. 

Requests for observational experiences must be submitted to Cynthia Lacombe@ cynthia.lacombe@uhhospitals.org  at least one week prior to the experience.  All requests must include:

Student name

Date and arrival/departure times

Name and contact information for student’s instructor

Any changes to the schedule must be submitted to and approved by Cynthia Lacombe via e-mail prior to the experience. If the change is last minute, the instructor must contact the PICU charge nurse or bring the student to the PICU front desk. 

Each student must be dressed professionally in school uniform with hair tied back before entering the unit. All students must wear an ID while in the PICU. Professional behavior and active participation is essential in this learning experience. 
Pediatric Emergency Department 
The Pediatric Emergency Department is a multi-disciplinary unit designed to provide medical care to ill or injured children. The department is equipped with 10 beds with an additional level one trauma bed. The population seen in the Pediatric Emergency department include infants, children and adolescents up to age 18 for emergency care and infants, children and adolescents up to age 16 for trauma center care. Young adults who are still under the care of a pediatrician, or who have certain chronic conditions diagnosed in infancy/childhood are also seen in the Pediatric Emergency Department. 

Request for student observations in the Pediatric Emergency Department must be submitted to Kristine Vehar at kvehar@hotmail.com at least one week in advance. 

All requests must include:

Student name

Date and arrival/departure times

Name and contact information for student’s instructor

Any changes to the schedule must be submitted to and approved by Kristine Vehar via e-mail prior to the experience. If the change is last minute, the instructor must contact the Emergency Department charge nurse or bring the student to the front desk of the Pediatric Emergency Department. 

Each student must be dressed professionally in school uniform with hair tied back. Students should bring a stethoscope and watch to the observation in the event an opportunity to listen to clinical abnormalities occurs. All students must wear an ID while observing in the Emergency Department. Professional behavior and active participation is essential in this learning experience. 
Child Adolescent Psychiatry Unit.  Location R3 

Child Adolescent Psychiatry Unit is a 14 bed inpatient psych division. They are two separate programs, the Child Program for children up to age 12, and the Adolescent Program for children ages 13-18. Primary admitting diagnoses include; mood disorder, bipolar, schizophrenia and psychosis.  Secondary diagnoses include borderline personality disorder, autism, oppositional defiant disorder, and conduct disorder.  Children are usually admitted to the psych unit because they are a potential harm to themselves or to someone else, or they are psychotic, or they have exhibited aggressive behavior and the need for medication needs to be evaluated. 

Students are able to attend the daily treatment interdisciplinary team meeting or attend group programming with the children. Students can dress in business casual or school uniform attire. 

The contact for instructors to schedule an observation in the pediatric psych unit is:

Judith Carlin, Care Coordinator at judith.carlin@uhhospitals.org (216 983 5275) or 
Dee Baker, HNM at Dolores.baker@uhhospitals.org  

 216 844 8711
Instructors are encouraged to schedule observations in the psych unit early to avoid schedule conflicts with other nursing schools. 

Pediatric Sedation Unit (PSU)
The Pediatric Sedation Unit provides effective sedation, monitoring, treatment and recovery to pediatric patients undergoing diagnostic tests and procedures. The population treated in the Pediatric Sedation Unit consists of infants greater then 45 week post-conceptual age and all patients through adulthood under the care of a pediatric sub-specialty who require light or deep sedation for diagnostic test or procedures. 

The Pediatric Sedation unit is open Monday through Friday from 6:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Requests for observational experiences must be submitted to Joyce Deptola @ joyce.deptola@uhhospitals.org at least one week prior to the experience.  
All requests must include:

Student name

Date and arrival/departure times

Name and contact information for student’s instructor

Each student must be dressed professionally in school uniform with hair tied back. All students must wear an ID while in the Pediatric Sedation Unit. Professional behavior and active participation is essential in this learning experience.

Pediatric Post-Anesthesia Care Unit (PACU)

The Pediatric Post-Anesthesia Care unit provides nursing care to surgical and procedural pediatric patients. The PACU consists of three phases of care: Preoperational Holding area in which the RN completes a preoperative nursing assessment and chart review. Post-Anesthesia phase 1; which is designed for immediate post-anesthetic care of patients who have had general, dissociative, or regional anesthesia care. The patients in phase 1 require close observation in the immediate post-operative period. Post-Anesthesia Phase 2; provides care to the ambulatory surgical patient who can be progressed postoperatively until discharge criteria are met. The perioperative patient may range in age from neonate young adult depending on the medical needs of the patient. 

Requests for observational experiences must be submitted to Kathleen Frato, MSN, RN PACU Education Coordinator @ Kathleen.Frato@uhhospitals.org at least one week prior to the experience.  
All requests must include:

Student name

Date and arrival/departure times

Name and contact information for student’s instructor

Each student must be dressed professionally in school uniform with hair tied back. All students must wear an ID while in the Pediatric PACU. Professional behavior and active participation is essential in this learning experience.

Epilepsy and Sleep Monitoring Unit (ESU)
The Epilepsy and Sleep Monitoring Unit is designed to accommodate 5-6 adult and pediatric patients requiring EEG monitoring (invasive and non-invasive) and 1-2 patients for pediatric sleep studies. The goal for caring for patients with epilepsy is monitoring and management of seizures. The goal for the pediatric sleep patient is to provide a comprehensive sleep study for diagnosis of sleep disorders. The age of the population served in the Epilepsy and Sleep Monitoring Unit ranges from neonate to geriatrics. To care for the patient population on this unit a close collaboration between Neurology service, Neurosurgery service, nursing, respiratory therapy, EEG technicians, and physicians specializing in pediatric sleep disorders must be developed to address and meet the patient’s and family’s needs. 

Requests for observational experiences must be submitted to Kristin Hackeman Clinical Nurse Manager @ Kristin.hackeman@uhhospitals.org at least one week prior to the experience.  
All requests must include:

Student name

Date and arrival/departure times

Name and contact information for student’s instructor

Each student must be dressed professionally in school uniform with hair tied back. All students must wear an ID while in the Epilepsy and Sleep Monitoring Unit. Professional behavior and active participation is essential in this learning experience.

Child Life Specialists

Child Life Specialists are Bachelors or Masters prepared professionals who focus on psychosocial issues related to pediatric patients and their families. There are Child Life Specialists assigned to every division as well as in the specialty areas such as the Post-Anesthesia Care unit, PICU, NICU, Sedation unit and Emergency Room.

The role of the Child Life Specialist is to assess the patient, siblings, and family’s coping abilities and strengths. They provide developmentally appropriate explanations and therapeutic play opportunities prior to medical procedures and provide support to the child and the family to enhance positive coping skills during procedures and throughout their hospital stay. This support helps to reduce fears and anxiety for the children and families and promotes a healthy adjustment while in the hospital. 

Instructors may contact the Child Life Specialist assigned to their clinical division to schedule an observational experience with a Child Life Specialist. The name and contact number for the division Child Life Specialist can be obtained from the division Charge Nurse or Division Secretary.
